
Newsletter 
 

Newsletter Edition 1 2015 

  

Newsletter 
 Edition 1

Introduction to Western Cape Physio and Medical Equipment  

Welcome to our world of manufacturing. This is our first newsletter for 2015 

and we would like to introduce to you our products and services.  
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Introduction 

Western Cape Physio and 

Medical Equipment is a 

manufacturing company 

that specialize in the design and manufacture of 

hospital beds, cushions, safety harnesses, patient 

trolleys, cabinets, trolleys, cots, bed steps, drip 

stands, walkers, standing frames, belts and many 

more for the medical fields.  However, it has 

become apparent that the field of supply is 

broadening and it is not only the medical field that 

requires our equipment but also the private 

sectors, including beauty salons, private 

companies, schools, NGOs and more. 

For many years now the company has grown and 

taken its service delivery to another level.   

We are pleased to finally publish our very first 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Background and Ownership 

Gerald Schubert, who at the time owned 100% of 

the members’ interests, started the Close 

Corporation in 2004 with the help of his wife Mrs. 

Sherlinda Schubert. Mr. Gerald Schubert came 

from a long service of 27 years with SHAWCO, 

which is a student’s health and welfare centre 

organization. Throughout the 27 years of service 

at SHAWCO, Mr. Schubert has accrued immense 

knowledge of the medical field and its operates 

its requirements and demands and, with his 

years of welding and maintenance 

responsibilities at 7 of these centres, saw an 

opportunity to manufacture 

medical equipment 

in order to supply 

the demand. 

 

Mrs Sherlinda 

Schubert was in 

charge of the day-

to-day office 

management of the 

business. Mr Gerald Schubert 

focused mainly on manufacturing as well as 

marketing and sales. In 2004 when the business 

was formed, Mr. Gerald Schubert purchased all 

the machines and materials needed from his 

savings as he was reluctant to apply for a capital 

loan.  The business started with the manufacture 

of soft goods like, various belts, cushions and rolls 

in a separate entrance to the owners’ residential 

space.  During the first year, the demand for metal 

construction medical equipment became 

increasingly high and there were not many 

manufacturers of medical equipment in Cape 

Town.  

 

A year later, the manufacturing part of the 

business moved to a bigger rented space because 

of supply and demand and the office remained at 

the residence. In the mean-time, Mr. Schubert 

had to purchase more machines in order to keep 

up with his lead-time. At this stage, the first two 
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employees were brought on board to help with 

welding and cutting. 

In 2006/07, the business grew rapidly with new 

customers. The capacity increased and space 

became too small so once again the business had 

to more to a bigger premises and again the office 

remained at the residence of the owner. 

In 2008, at the heat of the economic meltdown, 

business started to slow down because the 

demand was not that great due to a drastic 

increase in prices overall.  During this time the 

price of raw materials increased so much that the 

price of manufacturing also increased by 50-70%. 

This increase caused a sudden decrease in sales. 

In 2009/11, in the heart of economic meltdown, 

many businesses experience a decrease in sales 

and income. Business was tough for many. 

Despite this setback, sales was still reasonably 

good as overheads was always kept to a 

minimum, so Western Cape Physio and Medical 

Equipment could still survive during this difficult 

time.  Towards midyear of 2009, a sales agent was 

brought on board to assist with bringing in more 

sales so that Mr Gerald Schubert could focus 

solely on manufacturing and making sure that 

production in the factory moves out fast enough. 

At the end of 2010 the sales agent left the 

business to start her own venture. 

 

August of 2011, Mrs Chantal Schubert-Africa 

joined the business to assist with administration 

and legalities. The intention was for a short period 

but that changed and to date she is still with the 

business. After one year of working for the 

business, Mrs Schubert-Africa is now a company 

representative and plays a pivotal role in the day-

to-day logistics of the business as well as 

marketing, of the business. 

In 2014, son of Mr Schubert, Shane Schubert also 

joined the business and is now a member.  Mr 

Shane Schubert is a qualified IT Consultant with 

many years of experience both international and 

local and his contribution to the business mostly 

revolves around logistics.  

Today the Close Corporation has an extra two 

members, Mrs. Sherlinda Schubert with 40% 

contribution and Mr Shane Schubert with 60% 

contribution. 

 

We would like to say thank you to all our clients 

and customers for their loyal support and 

business throughout the years.  We look forward 

to many years of doing business together and 

being of service. 

Contact details:  

8th Avenue, U it 3, Techpark Building, Kensington, 

Cape Town, 7405, South Africa 

Tel: +27(21)8026998 Facsimile: +27(0)866115225 

Email: wcpme@neomail.co.za 

Website: www.wcpme.net 
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